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IS ALIAH XXXIi. 8. 


— The liberal deviſeth liberal * 


things, and by liberal things ſhall 
be yo 


— FTE 


friend deceaſed, will ſee no im- 
propriety in the choice of theſe 
work, for the ſubje& of my diſcourſe, on 
this mournful occaſion, But when I ac- 
quaint you, that I am to ſpeak from them 
by his expreſs direction, it may be fit for 
me to add, that, in his laſt will and teſta- 
ment, he humbly deſires, that no one will 
impute this to any inclination of his to gain 
the app lauſe of men; for © low,” ſays he, 
e can Fat profit me when in the grave?” But, 
as his own practice was founded on an early 
faith in the promiſe contained in this text; 
ſo the only deſign he had in view, as he 
there declares, was to promote Chriſtian 
"Iiberality, and. eſpecially to recommend a 
chearful improvement in this uſeful diſpo- 
ſition of mind, to his family, and friends; 


that * Might not only be very e 


— ̃ ͤ ä— —— 
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in their generation, but might themſelves 
| largely of the ſame pleaſure, which 

e, thro' the divine goodneſs, enjoy'd, not 
only thro' a long courſe of years, but when 
arrived on the! borders of the grave. To 
which he further adds, for their encourage- 
ment, that he was ell ſatisfied, that God 
had reſtored to him fourfold in this life, in 
return for all that he had laid out for the 
good of others, and to promote the cauſe 
and intereſt of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the 
„World. 

GO grant that his example when living, 
and this his dying teſtimony, may have a 
proper effect on all our minds, to ſtir up in 
us a ſpirit and temper, ſo well becoming our 
holy profeſſion, ſo truly beneficial to man- 
kind, and which will, ſooner or later, prove 


1o much to our own advantage! 


Bur you. will attend to the words of the 
text, not only as breathing the long expe- 
Tience, and the affectionate and dying advice 
of your deceas'd friend, but as containing 
the infallible obſervation of an inſpired pro- 


het; and as coming recommended to your 
conhderation and practice, by no leſs au- 
.thority, than that of the Spirit of God 
himſelf. 


THz prophecy MOVE in this chapter, 


is generally thought to have been written 


under the wicked reign of Abas king of 
Fudab ; and the verſes preceding the text, 


| : Ke . point out the happy re- 


formation 
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formation of the abuſes of his government, 
which was begun and carried on, under the 
influence of the een F that ſuc- 
ceeded him. a ; 

THis ſeems to be the peivtidey deſign of 
the prophet : but it is judged by the beſt in- 
terpreters that, according to his evangelical 
manner, he intends to lead our views to the 
more bleſſed times of the goſpel; and to 
that ſpiritual light and liberty which was to 
be introduced by our bleſſed Saviour, of 
whom Hezekiah was ſo eminent a type. For 
tho' it night be truly foretold of the admi- 
niſtration of this king, when compared with 
that of moſt of his predeceflors, that he 
ſhould reign in righteouſneſs, and his princes 
ſhould rule in judgment; yet it is eaſy to 

rceive, how much more eminently theſe 
words deſcribe the character of the king of 
ſaints, and that ſpiritual government he has 
ſince ſet up in his church; and how _ 

more fully they will be yet accompliſhed, i 

the kingdom of his glory. If Hezekab, 
the exerciſe of religious fortitude, and s 
faith and prayer, obtained ſo miraculous a 
victory over the enemies of his country, and 
if the juſtice and lenity of his government, 
was the refuge and ſecurity of his ſubjects 
from the cruelty of oppreſſors, and the vio- 
lence of wicked men; with how much more 
propriety, may it be ſaid of the great Savi- 
* of Up n as in the context, "he 
* 


* b * 


a Ver, 1, 
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6 A SERMON at the Funeral 
he is as an hiding-place from the wind, and 4 
covert from the tempeſt : as rivers of waters 
in @ dry place, and as the ſhadow of a great 
rock in a weary land*. To which the pro- 
phet adds, that, in the happy days concern- 
ing which he ſpake, the eyes of them that ſee, 
mould ot be dim; and the ears of them that 
hear, ſhou'd hearken : that the heart alſo of 
the raſh ſhould underſtand knowledge, ar 
tbe tongue of the fammerers ſhould be rea 
to ſpeak plainly.*. And, however this part 
of the prophecy. might be in ſome ſort ful- 
filled, in the days of the king of Fudeh, 
 tby + the influence of his government, his 
an _ {counſels and example, and by the awaken- 
5 ang miniſtry of the Levites of thoſe times; 
___ get iitwill be no difficulty for. you to obſerve, 
how much more compleatly it hath been ac- 
cCompliſhed under the diſpenſation of the goſ- 
pel; wberein, tbe eyes * the lind have been 
opened, the cars of the deaf have been n- 
ſtopped, the hearts of the diſobedient have been 
LE turned to the wiſdom of the juſt *, and the lips 
of babes and ;ſucklings- have been taught to 
I Aug the praiſes of redeeming love f. It was, 
| it ſeems, one of the ſad circumſtances of 
the diflolute times, in, Which Jaiab publiſhid 
| #his-prophecy, that both princes and people 
confounded. right and wrong, and call d evil 
good, and good evil. But he tells us that, in 
4he- happy Gays which he was pointing on. 95 
4% 


v ver. 2. Vn 3. 4+ « Ch. xxx. 53 6 Matt. xi. 5. 
8 17. Matt. xxi. 16. - 


TY = 
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the vile perſon, the baſe and worthleſs mani 
ſhou'd be no more called liberal, or be e- 
fteemed worthy of honour, as it might be 
| tendered; nor the churl, the ſordid and cove- 
tous perſon, be ſaid to be bountiful h: or, what 
ever he poſſeſſes, be eſteemed truly rich and 
great, for ſo the original word ſignifies |, 
Ap this leads the prophet more particu- 
larly to deſcribe theſe two very different cha- 
racters; which he does in the moſt ſtrong, 
and lively terms imaginable, He repreſents 
the former in the hypocriſy of his heart, the 
falſhood and profaneſs of his tongue, and 
the fraud, oppreflion, and cruelty of his 
practice. For the wile perſon, ſays he, will 
ak villany, and his heart will work iniquity 
to practiſe bypocriſy, and to utter error againſt 
the Lord, to make empty the ſoul of the hungry, 
and he will cauſe the drink of the thirſty to 
fail. The inſtruments alſo of the churl are 
evil: be deviſeth wicked devices to deſtroy. the 
voor with by ng words, even when the needy 
ſpeaketh right *. And then he gives us the 
oppoſite character, that of the liberal man, 
in the text, where, in a few words, and with 
an elegancy that cannot be enough admired, 
he repreſents his temper, his conduct, and 
his reward. But the liberal deviſeth liberal 
 Fhings, and by liberal things ſhall he ſtand. 
' * He is ſo far from coveting the goods of 
te other men, that the greateſt pleaſure his 
te own ſubſtance affords him, is what he 
ff enjoys in the diſtribation of i, Ffor the 
a6 . #' «© Omer 
I'M, Ver. . PVer, 6% 


e r ere 
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«.relief of thoſe who are in want: and in- 
ſtead of deſigning evil, and plotting miſ- 
e chief againſt his neighbour, he employs 
<« all the wiſdom God has given him, ta 
<« contrive how he ſhall do him good: his 
hands moſt readily execute theſe bounti- 
ful purpoſes of his heart; and providence 
e takes care that he ſhall not loſe his 
* reward; for, by liberal things he ſhall 
and.“ 

Imx the further conſideration of which 
words, I ſhall, 


I. EnDEAvous to ſtate the true notion of 
liberality, and ſhew you when a perſon 
may properly deſerve the character of 
a liberal man. 

II. I s#ALL more particularly e 
that part of his character, which is re- 
commended in the text; vis. that be 
deuiſeth liberal things. 

II. I sH ALL, give you ſome account of 
the gracious and ſuitable reward which 

+, will attend him, by liberal things Hall 

\ be. ſtand. And in the |. _ 

IV. And laſt place, I ſhall attempt ſome 
proper application of theſe things; and 
that, in a ſpecial manner, to the ſo- 
lemnity of this occaſion, 


I. TEN, I wou'd endeavour to give you 
the true notion of /berality ; and ſhew you 
when a oy» may properly deſerve the cha- 

a liberal man. And, HERE 


racer o 


. 


of Mr. Sau Buxen. 9 
Hee it muſt be firſt of all obſerved, 
that true /iberality by no means intends pro- 


fuſeneſs, or a waſtful thoughtleſs ſcattering 
of our ſubſtance, without judgment or oeco- 


nomy : no it is eaſy to ſee, that ſuch a 
wanton laviſh temper of mind as this, muſt 
be either the product of unmanly indolence, 
or of a proud and vain heart: it carries in 
it an evident contempt of the bounties of 
providence, is a ſinful abuſe of our ſteward- 


ſhip, and not only renders great part of our 


diſtribution uſeleſs, but, very often, hurtful 


to thoſe who partake of it. This is very 
diſagreeable with the wiſe and prudent, as 


well as generous diſpoſition which religion 


recommends: and the giver has, in this caſe, 


ſo little right to lay hold on the many pro- 


miſes, which are annexed to true charity in 


the word of Gop, that providence very often 
permits his waſtful folly to iſſue in want and 
diſgrace, even in this life. For the wiſeman 
ſays, as well be that giveth to the rich, as he 
that oppreſſeth the poor, a ſurely come to 
want 

Nz1THER is it conſiſtent with the ar- 
count the ſcriptures give us of #berality, nor 


indeed with the laws of nature and reaſon, 


that a man ſhou'd abound in acts of gene- 


roſity to more remote objects, while he 


neglects thoſe under his ſpecial care. Thus 


our Lord condemns the Phariſees, as making 


* commandment of "_ of none es, 1 
oy 


Prov. Ef 16. 


— — Src mew 
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they encouraged the people to caſt that into 
the public treaſury, which ſhould have been 


employ'd for the ſupport of their decay'd 
parents k. And, when the apoſtle Paul checks 
the miſtaken charity of ſome of the primi- 
tive chriſtians, he obſerves, that if any of 
them were diſpoſed to devote themſelves and 
their eſtates to the ſervice of the public; be- 
fore they did ſo, they ſhould conſider whe- 


ther they had takin 2 due care of their own 


fleſh Fr blood: and if, ſays he, they have 
children or nephews, let them learn firſt to ſhew 
prety at home, and to requite their parents; for 


that 2s good and acceptable before God!: 


which he farther adds, that : any man ag 


vide not for his own, and eſpecially for thoſe 


of bis own houſe, he hath denied the faith, 


and is worſe than an inſidelm. And this 


Holds good with reſpect to our ſpiritual, as 
'well as our. natural relations; for tho' the 


ſame apoſtle encourages the Galatians, to be 


as extenſive as poſſible in their charity, and, 
as they might have opportunity, to do good 


unto all men; yet he charges them eſpecially 
to ſhew their regard 0 them Who were of the 


houſhold of faith *. 


Bur it is a of all inconſiſtent with the 


liberality recommended in the word of God, 


that we ſhould give that to others, which is 
not our own; or diſtribute among the poor, 


that which ſhould pay our Juſt debts. This 
is 


* Matt. xv. 23-6 11 Tim. v. 4. m Ver. 8, 
= Gal. vi. 10. : 


— 
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is ſo far from deſerving the name of charity, 
that it is one of the worſt kinds of injuſtice : 
it is bringing robbery for a burnt-offering ; 
which inſtead of being an acceptable facri- 
fice in the ſight of God, is repreſented in 
ſcripture with peculiar marks of his abhor- 
mage, © | 

Tarr original word which is render'd, 
liberal, in the text, is of large import, and 
is ſometimes aſed to ſignify a perſon of great 
wealth ; ſometimes a man of dignity and 
honour; and at. other times one of true 
piety, and religion. Thus as under the op- 
poſite character, that of a vile and ſordid 
perſon, the prophet intends a covetous man; 
and, however, ſome who talk much of reli. 
gion, may colour over this vice, he repre- 
ſents it as comprehenſive of all kinds of 
iniquity, and intimates that covetouſneſs and 
wickedneſs are ſynonimous terms: ſo on the 
other hand, a truly Sountiful man, in his 
account, is a man, in ſome good degree, 

ſſeſs d of every other virtue. Or we ma 
. underſtand by it, that neither family nor 
fortune can, of themſelves, ſet a perſon much 
above his fellow creatures ; but that it is the. 
generoſity of the mind which truly elevates a 
man, and renders him worthy of honour ; 
and that he only can be properly ſaid to be 
rich, who is ſo in good works ?, Nay farther, 
that after all the ſplendor of an high pro- 
feſſion of virtue, and indeed. of godlineſs 
| B 2 itſelf, 


* la. i 1 Tim. vi. 18. 
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itſelf, he only can deſerve: the character of 


a truly virtuous and religious man, who diſ- 
covers a diſpoſition of foul, in ſome mea- 
fure, equal to the eſtate providence has com- 
mitted to his management; 3 and he only can 
be allowed truly to enjoy it. The wiſeman 
ſays, the liberal ſoul ſhall be made fat, and 
he that watereth, ſhall be watered alſo him-- 


felf*, I think the liberal foul might be 


ſtrictly rendered, the ſoul of 2 ene 
*© who is not only bleſs d wich a plent⸗ of 


_ & good things, but has a heart to make ſuch 


* an uſe of them, that they may become 
« bleſſings to other men; for this alſo is the 
& gift of God: he who has a ſoul ditpoſed 
<* to kindneſs and benevolence, and whoſe 
* hands are never fo agreeably employ'd, as 
*& when they are pouring bleſſings into the 
* boſoms of his fellow creatures. Of ſuch 
men it may be truly faid, that they are 
& Blefſed in themſelves, and- they are the 


© bleſſings of heaven on the reſt of man- 
* kind.” But to n this character 


more particularly, 

1. By a liberal man then, we are to un- 
derſtand a man of a kind, compaſſionate, 

benevolent diſpoſition: one who obſerves, 
with admiration and delight, that profuſion 
of bounty with which the great creator of 
the world bleſſes the works of his hands; is 
truly thankful for the ſhare he enjoys of it; 
and as he ſees his E father makes his. 


fun 


5 3 Prov. xi, 25. -t wan * Ecclef. v. 19. 


— — — CCR — 
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. fun to riſe on the evil and on the good, and 
ſendeth rain on the juſt and on the unjuſt *, 
ſo he is charmed with the divine pattern, 

and labours, according to his meaſure, to 
Imitate it. He wiſhes well to all mankind ; 
he rejoices in the proſperity of his fellow 
creatures, and beholds all the miſeries of hu- 
man nature with great pity and tenderneſs 
of heart; nor can an object of diſtreſs pre- 
ſent itſelf to his view, without giving his 
bowels ſome emotion. One principal mo- 
tive to his induſtry in buſineſs, and that 
which makes him moſt of all deſire to en- 
large his eſtate, is that his ability to do 
good may be alſo enlarged. He rejoices at 
the opportunities that afford him fo refined 
a pleaſure as that of relieving the diſtreſſed : 
nor is this the caſe only by fits and ſtarts, 
or on ſome extraordinary oceaſions, and 

when his compaſſions are ſuddenly awaken- 
ed; but it is the fettled temper and diſpo- 
ſition of his mind. A covetous man him- 
ſelf may be ſometimes overcome, and melted 
down for a few moments, by a very mo- 
ving object: and, perhaps, from a weakpeſs 
of nature, rather than any thing elſe, an 
uſeful action may be extorted from him. 

But liberality cannot properly enter into a 
man's character, without it be wrought into 
his very temper, and is become the habit of 
his ſoul. He not only does generous actions, 


when he has opportunity, but his heart is 
much 


Matt. v. 45. 
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1 SERMON at ge Funeral 
much employed in a conſideration of the 


e ſtreſs, without awakening the compaſſions 


frame of his mind. Thus the royal prophet 
repreſents him, as one who is ever merciful 


| lence muſt, according to his ability, be put 


Nominate. him a liberal man, without his 


wants and miſeries of others, and it is his 
daily ſtudy how he ſhall relieve them. Thus 
he confidereth the poor *: and as a covetous 
perſon is repreſented frequently in {cripture 
by one who has an evil eye® ; © one who 
60. looks on riches, and even thoſe of other 
% men, with a greedy inclination ; one who 
ce beholds the ſucceſſes of his neighbour with 
< envy, and can ſee his miſeries without 
* compaſſion ;” ſo the liberal man is faid 
to have 4 bountiful eyr v. © He views the 
e proſperity of his neighbour with delight, 

% nor can his eye behold an object in di- 


ee of his heart. And this is the abiding 


and lendeth *; and the apoſtle Paul informs 
us, that chriſtianity requires our conſtant im- 
provement in this bleſſed diſpoſition, and that 
without wearzneſs : for in due ſeaſon, he ſays, 
we ſhall reap: tho at the ſame time we muſt 
remember, that this promiſe. only takes r 
4 We faint not . But, 

2. He muſt, moreover, not only have 
this tenderneſs of temper, but his benevo- 


in practice. It will not be ſufficient to de- 


hand, 


53 Deut. xv. n 
Mitt. xx. 15. Prov. xxii. 9g, * Pfal, xxxvii. 20. 
y Gal. vi. 9. | - 


of Mr. SauugL Burcu. 15 
hand, as well as his heart, moves on theſe oc- 
caſions. He muſt not only have 2 bountiful 
eye, but he muſt give his bread to the poor*: 
nor will it be enough, that he wiſhes well 
to others, unleſs he be always ready to do 
them good; that he ſupplicates the throne 
of mercy for thoſe who are in diſtreſs, un- 
lefs he is chearfully willing to relieve them 
himſelf. Tho' when he ſays, be thou 
warmed, and be thou filled, he may ſpeak 
the language of his heart ; yet, without this 
temper of mind operates with ſtrength e- 
nough to influence his practice, in a regu- 
lar conformity to his charitable profeſſions, 
he will, by no means, deſerve this character: 
but his charity will be like that faith, which 
the apoſtle Zames ſpeaks of, that is without 
works, and is dead being alone*. The liberal 
man has a bountiful ſoul, and his whole 
conduct is under the direction of the law of 
kindneſs, He doth not only ſpare to the 
poor what he is uncapable of enjoying him- 
ſelf; nor leave the pleaſure of executing his 
charitable deſigns to other hands, when he 
is dead and gone; but he readily denies 
himſelf many gratifications in life, that he 
may bedthe better able to do his duty in 
this reſpect, and that he may indulge his 
heart in the nobler pleaſure of doing good. 
Nor doth he only do a generous action now 
and then; but a ſeries of goodneſs and cha- 
rity runs thro the whole tenor of his life. 
Thus 


2 Prov. xxii. 9. James ii. 16, 17. 
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16 ASERMON of the Funeral | 
Thus, as the apoſtle ſays, he that doth righ- 


reouſneſa, or the doer of righteouſneſs *, © he 


that maintains a ſteady courſe of juſtice 
e and uprightneſs, is r:ghteous*©: ſo he, the 
courſe of whoſe life is employ'd in acts of 
kindneſs and compaſſion, may be truly cal- 
led a liberal man. And then, 

3. His charity is very diffuſive : indeed 
it can bear no limits but ſuch as are pre- 
ſcribed by ſcripture, and ſound reaſon. The 
ſtranger muſt partake of it, as well as thoſe 
of his own country and kindred, He has 
been taught to do good unto all: and tho' 
men differ never ſo widely from him in their 
genius and temper, in their political ſenti- 


ments, or even thoſe of religion itſelf; nay, 


tho by their unfriendly behaviour they have 


deſerved other things at his hands ; yet they 
ſhall ſhare in his good will, and if they are 
in want, in his bounty. But, 

4. Au laſtly, to finiſh the character of 
the truly liberal man, it is neceſſary that his 


0 diſpoſition and practice ſhou'd be founded in 
religious principles, and be the bleſſed fruit 


of the ſaving work of the Spirit upon his 


heart; that his motives ſhould be of a ſpi- 
ritual nature; and that his conduct ſhou'd 


be conſtantly regulated. by the reveal'd will 
of God, 
Many perform actions of this ſort merely 


with an expectation of ſome returns in kind, 


from the perſon obliged, or from other men-: 
ſome have the honour of their characters, 
and 
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and the applauſe of the world chiefly in 


view: and others there are, who, Perngps, 


have little regard to either of theſe motives, 
and yet, if the principles on which they act 
were thoroughly examin'd, it would appear, 


that being naturally of a tender and com- 


paſſionate make, what they have done of 
this ſort, has been only to pacify that un- 


eaſineſs which will of courſe ariſe in the 


minds of men of ſuch a conſtitution, at the 
view of an object in diſtreſs, or, at moſt, 
to filence the demands of a natural con- 
ſcience. But he that is truly liberal, is fo 
on higher and nobler principles than theſe. 
Tenderneſs of mind is in itſelf a very great 
bleſſing; and I deny not, but that a man 
may reaſonably and lawfully deſire to main- 
tain a character, which is ſo well becoming - 
human nature, and that holy religion which 
he profeſſes; he may hope a compaſſionate 
and benevolent behaviour will recommend 
him, as it ought to do, to the good opinion 
of other men; he may juſtly expect thoſe 
grateful returns, which ſhould be the natural 
product of his bounty; and he may take to 
himſelf the innocent pleaſure that will al- 
ways flow from a conſciouſneſs of being ren- 
dered uſeful in his generation. But alas theſe 
are but the low and incidental] advantages of 
the/Yiberality of a chriſtian ! The principles 
on which his conduct is founded are, as I 
ſaid, of a far more noble and excellent na- 


ture. He acts from a ſenſe of duty, warm d 
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with love to the great author of his being, who 
_ entruſted him with theſe talents, in a great 
{ meaſure, to this very end; from the dictates 
1100 of love and charity to men; and, above all, 
11 from the obligations he finds himſelf under 
to providence, and grace, for every thing he 
FHV enjoys ; but chiefly for that diftinguiſhing 
4 goodneſs, which has made him the partaker 
| _ of pardon and peace here, of a new nature, 
nl together with all the rich ſupplies by which 
0 it is ſupported; and that great, that perfect 
and unfathomable glory which is to compleat 
ft his ſalvation in the world to come. Theſe 
| are the powerful motives that ſtir him up to 
every good work, He conſiders the un- 
ſpeakable obligations he is under to the fa- 
ther of mercies, who looked upon him in 
his loſt and milkrnble condition, who re- 
ceivd him, tho a ruin'd prodigal, into his 
favour, who forgave' him all his iniquities, 
10 and has continued ever ſince to load him with 
0 | loving-kindneſs and goodneſs ; and this fills 
| him with compaſſion and tenderneſs. towards 
ll his poor fellow creatures, in all their diſtreſſes. 
„ He has the moſt abiding impreſſions of the 
[| | amazing love and pity of a dear redeemer, 
6 who has waſh'd him in his blood, cloath d 
9 him with righteouſneſs, and given himſelf 
| to be the food and nouriſhment of his ſoul ; 
and from hence he finds himſelf under the 
moſt powerful engagements to feed the hun- 
_ gry, and to cloath the naked, eſpecially as 


his ſaviour takes theſe things as done to him- 
belt 
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ſelf: he remembers the kind and tender care 
with which the good ſpirit has conſtantly 
watch'd over him, and thoſe gracious con- 
ſolations with which he has from time to 
time refreſh'd his ſoul; and from hence he 
is engaged to inſtruct the ignorant and them 
that are out of the way, and to ſupport and 
comfort the afflicted: in a word, he fre- 
quently ſurveys the many precious promiſes, 


which are left upon record for his en- 


couragement, and by faith looks forward to 
that eternal weight of glory, which is pre- 
fared for the ſaints in light ; and with theſe 


views he is animated to every act of kind- 


[neſs and charity: theſe are the ſprings that 


expand his heart, and move his bowels with 
compaſſion to the reſt of mankind. He re- 
joices that he can thus prove the ſincerity of 


his /ave and gratitude : for he knows the grace 


of our Lord Teſus Chriſt, that tho he was 


rich, yet for his ſake he became poor that be 
thro his poverty might be made rich; tho 
when he has done all, he freely acknow- 


ledges himſelf to be but an unprofitable ſer- 


vant. 


WHATEVER be his ade complexion, 
if he is liberal in the ſcripture account, it is 


upon ſuch principles as theſe. His temper 
by nature may be tender and generous ; and 
this might probably be a conſiderable bene- 
fit to others while he was in an uncon- 
verted ſtate, tho he could receive but little 
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advantage from it himſelf : but now he acts 
on higher motives, improves this inclination 
of mind to the beſt purpoſes, 'and partakes 
of a nobler pleaſure than ever he did before. 
Or if his natural diſpoſition be more cloſe 
and narrow, yet grace has obtained a victor 
over it: and the evidence this affords him of 
a bleſſed change in his heart gives him a ſa- 
tisfaction, that is not eaſily to be expreſs d. 
Tus what is done of this kind, which is 
acceptable in the fight of the Lord, js that 
which flows from the principles of true re- 


ligion, and the influences of divine grace. 


The Septuagint, and another ancient verſion 
render the character in the text, by that of 
the man of piety and religion. However 
there can be no doubt, but that it is reli- 
gious charity which is here intended: that 
liberality which. is produced by the opera- 
tion of the ſpirit of God upon the ſoul, that 


love and goodneſs which the apoſtle Paul 


reckons among the fruits of the Spirit, and 


which he calls the work of faith, and labour 
of love ©. 

AND then, as a man n of true liberality acts 
from theſe principles, ſo he regulates his 


conduct by the revealed will of God. To 
this end he ſearches the divine law, 
amines the facred precepts of the goſpel ; t 


and 25 


this end he keeps in conſtant view the = ny 
the generous, and perfect pattern of our 
"Wn hence he is in- 

ſtructed 
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ſtructed to extend his bounty as wide as poſ- 


| ſible, and as far as in him lies fo do good to 


all, to the ſouls as well as the bodies of men; 
here he is taught the meaſure, the manner, 
and the proper objects of his charity ; ; where 
he ſhall ſhew his compaſſion, and where he 


ſhall fix his love; and from hence he learns, 
not only to carry his friendſhips vaſtly be- 


yond any thing to be found among the in- 
ſtructions of the moſt'rtefined moraliſts ; but 
alſo to do good for evil, and to rejoice in the 
opportunity of ſhewing Kindneſs to an enemy. 


But this leads me, 


II. Moxz particularly to confider that 
part of the liberal man's character which is, 


in a ſpecial manner, recommended in the 


text. He deviſeth liberal things. 
IT is commendable to have a dich of 
ſoul to fuch works as theſe, when they are. 


e and marked out to us by others. 
"i 


is well to have a mind eaſily impreſs' d 
with the condition of the indigent, and wil- 
ling to ſubmit to the dictates of conſcience, 
the importunity of the neceſſitous, and the 


advice of good men. But the charitable cha- 


racter riſes much higher, when we deviſe li- 
beral things ourſelves, It ſuppoſes a heart 
greatly ſet on doing good. Such a man not 
only uſes his intereſt in the world to bene- 
volent purpoſes, and lays out a good part of 
his eſtate for the benefit of the diſtreſs'd ; 
but he employs all the other talents God has 
beſtowed upon him, to enlarge his n : 
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larly, by deviſing liberal things we may un- 
derſtand, 


d Tſa. xxxii. 7. 
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— invention and contrivance, his judgment 
rudence, his care and induſtry are all 
made uſe of to this good end. While others 
are inſatiably purſuing their own private and 
narrow intereſts, are ing up early, and ſet- 
ting up late, and eating the bread of weari- 


neſs, and forrow* , in order to enlarge their 


eſtates, and to raiſe their families in the 


world ; he is employing that wiſdom and 
kill which God has given him, not only in 


a proper manner to encreaſe his ſubſtance, 
but alſo to lay it out to the beſt advantage, 
for the honour of God, and the welfare of 


others, as well as thoſe of his own houſe. And 


while many are plotting evil againſt their 


neighbours upon their beds, and contriving 


wicked things to defiroy the poor ; while their 


hearts deviſe iniquity, and their feet are ſwift 


in running to miſchief * ; he is laying out 
ſchemes for the proſperity of religion, the 


good of his country, and the relief of thoſe 
who are in want; 
may break the jaws of the oppreſſor *, may 


he is contriving how he 


protect the fatherle/s, and cauſe the widows 
But more particu- 


1. THAT the liberal man wiſely manages 


bis own affairs to this good end. Public uſe- 


ſulneſs 1 is a catdinual ſpur to his induſtry, and 
| he 


Pſal. xxxvi. 4. 
* Job xxix. 17. 


Prov. iii. 29. 
Prov. vi. 18. 
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he is active in his calling, that he may have it in 
his power to do good. He takes the apoſtle's 


advice, and labours with great diligence, that 


he may have wherewithal 70 ſupport the weak, 
and to give him that needeth®; and he fol- 
lows: his example, whoſe hands miniſtred to 
his own necęſſities, and to thoſe of others. 
AND 'tis with this view alſo, that he con- 


trives how he ſhall manage what he has ob- 


tain'd, by the blefling of God upon his la- 
bours, with the beſt oeconomy: and wiſely 
ſtudies how to regulate all his expences on 
his own perſon and family, with ſuch a fru- 


gality, as may enable him to be the more 


liberal to the poor. Thus the Pſaſmiſt de- 
ſcribes, and commends this conduct, when 
he ſays, @ good man ſbheweth favour, and 
lendeth ; and that he may be capable of do- 
ing ſo, he adds, be will guide his affairs with 
diſcretion *, But, 

2. As a liberal man deviſeth how he ſhall 
preſerve and improve his ſubſtance, with a 


view to enlarge his uſefulneſs ; ſo he employs 


all his wiſdom and prudence, in order to dif- 
poſe of his bounty in the beſt manner, and 
to the moſt advantageous purpoſes. He is 


ſo far from hiding his face from his brother 


who is in want, that he ſearches diligently to 


find him out: and while the men of the 


world are heaping up their ſtores againſt 
the time to come, and know of no ſatis- 
faction above the ſenſual enjoyments they 
1 ä 
= Eph, iv. 28. Acts xx. 33. Pſal. cxil. 5. 
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will furniſh them with; he induſtriouſly 


ſeeks for proper opportunities of laying out 
himſelf, and his ſubſtance for public fervice : 
and enjoys much more pleaſure when he 
finds them. Many acts of bounty loſe 
a good part of their effect, thro' negligence, 
or want of judgment in him that does them. 
But the man of liberality, whoſe heart is 
engaged in this good 2 and who ſtudies 
that his genetous defigns may anſwer the 
moſt uſeful and valuable ends, will not di- 


| tribute his bounty at random, without ma- 


turely conſidering what he is about; but he 
will carefully ſearch out the fitteſt objects of 
his charity, and then prudently adjuſt the 


proportions of it to the caſes that offer; he 


will contrive the fitteſt ſeaſons for his diſtri- 
butions; and as, in urgent neceſſity, he will 
not allow himſelf in any delay; ſo, where 


the nature of the caſe requires it, his pru- 


dence will- ſo far check his generous inclina- 
tions, as to make him give more leiſurely. 
And then he will ſtudy the moſt proper 
manner of doing it too. Sometimes he will 
find it beſt to do it more openly, that he 
may provoke others to the ſame uſeful work 
by his example. Public collections were, no 
doubt, appointed with this view: and thus 
the apoſtle ſtirs up the charity of the Corin- 
thians, by the example of thoſe of Mace- 


donia®; and, when there is a proper occa- 


ſion for it, he ſhuns not to mention his own 
alſo. 


| ? 2 Cor. ch. viii. and ix, 
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alſo 4. But then, at other times, the liberal 
man will chuſe to diſtribute his bounty more 
ſecretly: and, indeed, if no good end can 
be anſwered by the other way, he will al- 
ways chuſe not to let his left hand know what 
his right hand doth*, He will alſo in other 
reſpects deviſe how to give, in ſuch a man- 
ner, that the way of doing it may add to 
the gift itſelf, Sometimes he will find it 
moſt expedient that it ſhould paſs thro his 
own hand, and ſometimes thro' that of ano- 
ther. Thus he will make it his ſtudy, that 
his charity may beſt anſwer the great ends 
he has in view ; that God may be glorified, 
true religion may be recommended, and it 
may be of the moſt real adyantage to the 
receiver. And then he will watch over his 
own ſpirit, that what he does of this ſort, 
may be in ſuch a temper of mind, that 
while he is doing good to others, he may 
not injure himſelf, : 5 
_  NEeiTHER will his /bera/ ſpirit only ap- 
ear in the perſonal favours he beſtows; but 
he will lay himſelf out in the ſervice of 
every community to which he ſtands re- 
lated, and will labour what in him lies to 
promote the true peace and welfare of the 
whole world. Nor will his thoughts, and 
benefactions, be confined to the liberal things 
of time only; but he will be frequently de- 
vi ing and promoting ſuch as may be of ever- 
laſting advantage to mankind: and his in- 
1 fluence, 
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fluence, as far as it reaches, will be em- 
ployed for the ſpreading of the goſpel of 
Chriſt, and the encouragement of the pub- 
liſhers of it; for the converſion and falva- 
tion of poor finners, and the comfort and 
proſperity of the church of God. Thus he 
that has a truly liberal ſpirit, will lay out 
himſelf in every uſeful ſervice, both to God 
and man. And, 

3. HE will alſo call in all proper affiſt- 
ance in this good work. The word that is 
rendered to 255 in the text, ſignifies alſo 
to conſult". So that he will not only con- 
trive in his own mind, and adviſe with his 
own heart, but he will conſult about theſe 
things with ſuch of his pious friends as have 
generous ſouls, and good judgments, While 
others diligently cultivate an acquaintance 
with thoſe, who are beſt fkilbd in the arts 
of gain, and by whoſe converſation they 
may moſt improve themſelves in the myſte- 
ries of trade, and commerce ; he will count 
himſelf happy, when he can meet with a 
friend, by whoſe prudent counſel, he may 
be afliſted in the works of benevolence and 
charity. Nor. will he reft in the advice of 
wiſe and good men, but he will daily con- 
alt the oracles of God to this purpoſe, and 
they will be his counſellors. The di- 
rections there given, as I have already ob- 
| ſerved, will be the ſteady rules of his con- 
duct, and the promiſes there recorded, will 

continually 
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continually animate him in the purſuit of 
theſe his pious, and uſeful deſigns. With 


what holy diligence does he traverſe the ac- 
count. that 1s tranſmitted to us, of the gene- 
rous and friendly behaviour of the moſt 
eminent patriarchs, under the old teſtament; 


and the ſtill greater improvement of this 
temper of mind in the conduct of the apo- 
ſtles, and primitive Chriſtians under the 


new; and moſt of all that aſtoniſhing ex- 
ample of compaſſion and goodneſs, which 
our bleſſed Saviour has ſet before us? He 


reads theſe parts of ſcripture, not only to 


delight himſelf with the lively repreſentation 


of ſo much tenderneſs and charity; but that 


he may be more and more transformed into 
the ſame bleſſed diſpoſition, and be directed 


in what manner he ſhould ſpread his own 
bounty, by ſuch excellent examples. And to 
all this he will add his conſtant and lively 


addrefles to heaven, that his heart may be 
opened to every good work, and he will 
conſult the Father of mercies how he may do 
all theſe things to the beſt advantage. Again, 

4. HxE is not ſatisfied with the enlarge- 


ment of his own heart, and the improve- 


ment of his own eſtate, to theſe good pur- 


Poſes: but the liberal man contrives how he 


ſhall diffuſe, and promote the ſpirit of /:be- 


rality. His intereſt in other men, his con- 


verſation with them, and the pattern he 


ſets before them are all improved to this 


valuable end. His chief deſire of being ac- 
quainted with the rich: is with this view; 
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and not content with the narrow limits of his 
own fortune to theſe purpoſes, or, indeed, 
with the private good in which he may en- 
gage his friends; his large heart is often pro- 
jecting great and public deſigns: and inſtead 
of carping at the charitable ſchemes of other 
men, he gives them all the chearful encou- 
ragement his circumſtances will permit him; 
and adds his wiſhes and his prayers that they 
may be daily improved, and rendered more 
extenſively beneficial; and that the ſame 
ſpirit may every where prevail. f 

Tu us the liberal man deviſeth liberal things. 
This principle provokes his induſtry, and re- 

lates his expences with frugality; he as 
diligently ſearches out the poor, as others do 
the rich; he employs his thoughts, his pru- 
dence, his intereſt in other men, and his 
converſation with them, His labours and his 
prayers, to promote, and encourage every 
good and charitable deſign. And I may 
add to this, 

5 Ap laſtly, that he perſiſts, and con- 
tinues in this courſe. Others are often ſur- 
prized into things of this kind, and. after- 
wards repent, perhaps, of the beſt things 

they ever did. A ſmall alteration in their 
affairs will alter the temper of their minds ; 
and, it may be, a ſingle act of ingratitude, 
from one whom. they have relieved; ſhall 
ſhut up their bowels againſt almoſt all other 
objects of compaſſion: but the liberal man 
perſeveres in the good courſe in which 3 
lat 
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fat ont: the hand of the ſpirit having begun 


this good work upon his heart, it is carried 


on with power; and as he improves in other 


graces, ſo he does in this alſo; and, in pro- 


rtion 'to his abilities, ſhews the growing 


' readineſs and pleaſure of his ſoul, in ſuch 


delightful ſervice. In this ſenſe, ſome good 


| Interpreters read the latter clauſe of the words, 
by liberal things ſhall be tand: © in them 


he ſhall continue, and improve *: agree- 


able with that paſſage in the Pſalms, -- He hath . 
diſperſed, he hath: given to the poor; his righ- 


 Zeouſneſs endureth for ever v. Thus the apoſtle 
commends the Thef/alonians, that their faith 


grew exceedingly, and their charity abounded 


Towards each other * and he exhorts the Ga- 


latians not to be weary in well doing: for in 
due ſeaſon they ſhould reap, if they did not 


 faint*, This is indeed the temper of his 


mind: other men may do ſome liberal things, 


but he is, by the grace of God, a man of 
liberality; and he continues, thro* all the 


changes of life, and all the difficulties he - 


meets with, both in his own affairs, and 


from the ungrateful treatment of thoſe whom 
ne has relieved, to maintain this character. 


Nay, tho he is reduced to ſuch circum- 
ſtances as to have nothing to give, yet his 


ſpirit and diſpoſition is ſtill the ſame; and 


therefore he juſtly deſerves the ſame cha- 
flacter; he is fo regarded by God himſelf, 


who 
x Vid. Calvin, in loc, „ Pfal. cxii, 9. *2 Theſ, i, 3. 
2 Gal. vi, 9. 2 Cor. vili. 12. 
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who accepts of a willing mind according to 
what a man hath, and not according to what 
be hath not; and he ought to be fo re- 
garded by all good men. His friendly wiſhes, 
His prayers, his counſels, and the diligent 
and prudent improvement of [his intereſt in 
other men, will ſtill ſhew the temper of his 
mind. But, I think, the laſt clauſe of the 
words ſhould be rather underſtood in the 
ſenſe our tranſlators have given us. I pro- 
.ceed, therefore, from thence, 
III. To give you ſome account of that 
ſuitable, and gracious rewatd- which ſhall at- 
tend the liberal man. By liberal things ſhall 
be fand. Some render it, he ſhall ariſe, 
ſome that be ſhall be lifted up, and others 
that he ſhall aſcend to honour; which all ſig- 
nify much the ſame, or as if it had been 
faid, © whatever be his original and ex- 
* tration, this charitable ſpirit will moſt 
e naturally taiſe his reputation; and what- 
<<; ever be the afflictions into which he may 
e fink for a time, yet, ſooner or later, the 
“ fruits of his liberal heart ſhall be blefs'd 
* to his advantage.” | 
FT RERRE are others who chuſe to tranſlate 
it, be ſhall ſhine ; as much as if the pro- 
phet had ſaid, how obſcure ſoever he is at 
«« prefent, or may deſire to be, his generous 
« heart and bountiful hand will diſcover 
« him; and this humane and chatitable diſ- 
« poſition and behaviour will give a greater 
ce luſtre to his character, than the largeſt 
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< eſtate, the moſt ſplendid equipage, the 
«« greateſt fund of knowledge, or — other 


<« natural or acquired improvements what- 
% ſoever: nay, all pretenſions to religion with- 
<< out it are vain.” For tho as the apoſtle 


ſays, one could ſpeak with the tongues of 
men and of angels, tho one had the gift of 
prophecy, the knowledge of the moſt pro- 


found myfteries, and a faith that could re- 


move mountains; if all theſe great gifts were - 


poſſeſs d without charity, they would be fo 
far from affording a man any real profit, that 
they would only render him, as a ſounding 
braſs, or a tinkling cymbal”. | | 

AN p others again tranſlate it, he ſhall be 
eftabliſhed, & this temper and conduct will 
* tend beſt to efabhſh his reputation in 


« the world, and in the church; to advance 


e the true welfare of his family; to pro- 
* mote the ſettled peace of his own mind; 
* and to confirm his faith and hope, with 
*© reſpect to that eternal e and ſettlement, 
« that remains to the people of God. 

Ou tranſlators ſeem to have us'd a very 
proper word to expreſs the deſign of the 
original: he ſhall tand. This phraſe, I 


think, takes in ſomething of each of the 
foregoing ſenſes, and eſpecially the laſt. And 


may be underſtood to comprehend all the 
bleſſed advantages, which ſhall attend upon 
this excellent character, both in this life, 
and that which is to come. Thus, 
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1. He that employs his time and his 
capacity, in devi/ing and executing libe- 
ral things, by theſe he ſhall ſtand, and be 
eſtabliſhed, in ſome good degree in this life; 
and that, 

Fiksr of all, in the opinion and regard 
of mankind. - An affluence of the things of 
this world, with the vain ſhew that often at- 
tends it, may engage the veneration of weak 
and vulgar minds; and may,.by the influ- 
ence it gives the poſſeſſor, extort the appear- 
ance of reſpect from thoſe who know no bet- 


ter: but it can never obtain a ſettled intereſt - 


in the approbation, and love of wiſe and good 
men, unleſs it be attended with humanity 
and benevolence. A fine genius, well culti- 
vated with improvements in knowledge, 
will always call for ſome regard ; but theſe 
advantages may be poſſeſs d by a narrow 


heart: and however ſuch a man's attainments 


may engage the admiration of mankind; 
without he has a diſpoſition to do good, and 
a delight in it, he will hardly maintain any 
true and laſting intereſt in their affections. 
There is ſomething in this temper of mind, 


in its own nature, ſo aimable, it is a virtue 


ſo diſintereſted, and ſo viſibly calculated, for 
the benefit of mankind, even in this world, 
that, herever it hovers itſelf, it, almoſt 
univerſally, commands ſome degree of love 
and reſpect. And tho' not for one who is 


barely, tho' ſtrictly juſt. and righteous, yet 
for a good man, that 1s, a charitable man, the 


ſcripture 
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ſcripture ſuppoſes, /ome world even dare to 
die. Thoſe who have taſted of the grace 


of God, will not only be bound by the laws 


of nature, but by the moſt evident obliga- 
tions of chriſtianity to love and honour ſuch 
perſons. For that admirable inſtitution of 


the goſpel, which obliges them to forgive the 


worſt of injuries, and to d good for evil, 
will certainly, with much ſtronger argu- 
ment, engage their moſt affectionate attach- 


ment to ſuch, who are diſpoſed to do them; 
and indeed every one elſe, all the good they 
can. It is eaſy to obſerve what honourable 


mention is made of the generoſity of Abra- 


bam, and other patriarchs under the old 


teſtament: and it is on this account, that 
the apoſtles treat Gaius, and many other par- 
ticular perſons with ſo much remarkable af- 


fection, and do them ſo much honour, in the 
new. Indeed Zach a behaviour as this will 
extort ſome reſpect, even from bad men 


themſelves, How little ſoever their own 
conduct is under the influence of ſo amiable 


a virtue; yet when they ſee it ſhine in the 


lives of others, and feel the benefit of it 


themſelves, it ſtrikes their minds with fo ir- 


refiſtable a conviction, that they cannot help 
often making acknowledgments on this ac- 
count, greatly to the advantage of the chari- 


table Chriſtian, and to the honour of that 


holy religion which he profeſſes. And then, 
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2. Ir is no difficult matter to prove, that 
this temper and conduct is the moſt likely 
way both to ſecure, and enlarge our eſtates; 
as well as that it gives us the trueſt enjoy- 
ment of them. A careful review of provi- 
dence, will evince the truth of this, in many 
3 within our own notice: and the 
ſcriptures abundantly teſtify the ſame. thing. 
The pſalmiſt ſpeaking of ſuch perſons,declares, 


that during the courſe of a long obſervation, 
he had never ſeen them utterly forfaken, or 


their ſeed begging bread *, And the wiſe man 
ſays, that there is that ſcattereth, and yet en- 
creaſeth ; and there is that witholdeth more than 
7s mee but it tendeth to poverty * : that he that 
5 ity on the poor, lendeth to the Lord, and 
that which he hath given, will he pay him again: 
and, in another place, that he who thus honours 
the Lord with his ſubRtance, and with the firſt 
ſpall be 
filled with plenty, and his preſſes ſhall burſt 


out with new wine. Theſe promiſes have 


often been made good to ſuch perſons, and 


to their families after them. And, it has in 
many inſtances appear 'd, that they have moſt 
prudently ſecur'd the honour, and proſperity 
of their deſcendants, who, inſtead of amaſſing 
an abundance of wealth for them, have ſatiſ- 
fied themſelves with leaving them a mode- 
rate proviſion; that they might the m 
effectually extend their own uſefulneſs, gr 
| ' ſhed 


. Pfal. xxxvii. 25. nn. 17, 
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ſhed abroad their bounty : believing the word 
of the Lord, and depending on that promiſe, 
that he that ic ever merciful, and lendeth, his 


_ feed ſhall be Sleſſed'. 


Bu r however the /iberal man is treated by 
others; tho' he may meet with little elſe but 
ingratitude for all his bounty; and tho' he 
more abundant love he ſhews to good men 
themſelves, the % he is beloved*; nay, tho 
an abundance of the things of this world 
may not be fit for him; and for that reaſon 


_ providence may withold them from him; yet, 
. Trrs conduct will certainly afford him 


a pleaſure in his own mind, that cannot 
cally be deſcribed. Inſtead of the tortures of 
an envious fpirit, and the racks of conſcience 
which are the natural product of a male- 
volent temper of mind ; he will have the 
conſtant pleaſure of wiſhing well to others, 
and will in ſome ſort, ſhare in the proſperity 
of all around him. The ſchemes he lays 
for the relief of the poor, for the ſuccour of 
the widow and the orphan, and for the pro- 


moting the intereſt of Chriſt, in the world, 
WII furniſh him with more delightful en- 


tertainment, than the moſt graſping projects 


can afford to an avaricious mind, or the moſt 


gainful violence can give to that of an op- 
preſſor. He will not only enjoy a godlike 
ſatisfaction in the opportunities he has of do- 
ing good; but, while he is deviſing how to 
extend his uſefulneſs, he will have the teſti- 
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| mony in his own mind that he is employing 
| [| his talents to the moſt valuable purpoſes, 
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And tho' Chriſtian Iiberality will admit of 
no boaſting, nor the leaſt pretence to merit 
at the hand of God; yet the generous mind 
of the liberal man will be very often, and 
very lawfully regaled with a delightful” con- 
templation on the ſucceſs of his charities; on 
the honour put upon him by heaven, that 
he ſhould be an inſtrument of ſo much 
ood to his fellow-creatures; and on the ſo- 
ſid evidence theſe things afford him of his 
intereſt in the divine favour, of the effectual 
change of his heart, and of his real con- 
BW. formity to the bleſſod image and pattern of 
a the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And then, 6 
IT: 4. Wu Arx is ſtill more valuable, he ſhall | 
be ſupported, maintain'd, and efab/iſhed by 
10 the liberal things of divine grace. God will 
. own him: he has already done it, by drawv- 
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Is | ing his character with ſo much beauty i in the 
Whats! # ſcriptures; and by annexing ſo many pre- 
1. cious promiſes, to a perſeverance in this gene- 
9 rous behaviour. He has ſhewn his love to 
| Chriſt. in that which he has expreſs'd to his 


followers; and ſurely be ſhall not fail of 
the warm and lively manifeſtations of the | 
love of Chriſt to his own ſoul ; his worldly 
ſubſtance has been freely diſtributed for the 
ſupport of the poor, and the needy; and he 
ſhall no doubt be repleniſh'd with better 
riches; he has fed the hungry, he has re- 
freſh'd the OTE; and he has cloathed the 


naked; 
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naked; and he himſelf alſo ſhall be abun- 
dantly ſupplied with proviſions of a more ex- 
cellent kind; he ſhall be fed with manna 
from above, he ſhall drink water out of the 
ſpiritual. rock, be cloathed with the ſpotleſs 
and everlaſting robe of his redeemer's righ- 
teouſneſs, and richly furniſhed with all the 
graces of his ſpirits he has pitied the poor, 
comforted the afflicted, — the orphan, 

and made h widow's beart to ing; and he 
ſhall find the bowels of the redeemer ſym- 
pathizing with him in all his diſtreſſes, he 
ſhall be refreſh'd, from time to time, with 
the conſolations of the ſpirit, ſhall be treated 
with all the tenderneſs that belongs to an 


adopted child of God, and ſhall rejoice. with 5 


Joy unſpeakable and full of glory. And. 

Secondly, WHA will crown al, is the bleſ- 
ſedneſs, which ſhall follow in the life to come. 
It may be well ſaid, in that reſpect, that 


by liberal things be ſhall tand. Whatever 


doubt he has entertained here, the truth of 
his faith will then be made manifeſt by theſe 
genuine fruits of it; and the reality of his 
relation to Chriſt, by ſo evident a ſubjection 
to his precepts, and fo true a conformity to 
his example. That this will be the caſe 
abundantly appears, by the account our 
bleſſed Lord himſelf you us of the proceſs 
of the laſt judgment, and the manner in 
which he will publickly acknowledge his 
Faithful ſervants, on that great occaſion, | 
Havin g laid up in wy as W 4 gud 
tion 
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Foundation againſt the time to come, they ſhall 
have treaſure in beaven®; they "ſhall be re- 
compenſed at the refurre&tion of the juſt, and 
lay held on eternal life. And, I think, that 
this will not only be one of the beſt evi- 
dences of their title to everlaſting happineſs; 
but, it pretty plainly appears from ſcripture, 
that the meaſure of their glory i in that world, 
will be regulated by the oe nent they 
have made of their talents in this k. They 
ſhall. be rewarded not for their good works, 
but according to them. Thus if they do 
much good, their reward ſhall be great: and 
if they ſow bountifully, they ſhall reap ſo w. 
Bad men will be obliged to teſtify for them 
then, however they uſe them now; nor will 
good men any more keep back any part of 
the honour, that is due to ſo. uſeful a beha- 
viour. Having tranſmitted their eſtates to 
heaven before them, they will poſſeſs them 
there with much more advantage, than they 
could do here: and having made to them- 
elves many friends with their worldly ſub- 
ſtance, when all ſublunary enjoyments fail, 
they will welcome them into everlaſting habi- 
tations", Being thus happily improved, and 
made perfect i in this truly Chriſtian temper, 
they ſhall enter upon the enjoyment of all 
the pleaſure of it, without ſuffering any of 
| that . 2 75 neceſſarily attends it, in this 
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region of miſery and ſorrow: they will feel 


their hearts, indeed, overflow with benevo- 


lence and love to all around them; but then 


they will, at the ſame time, have the plea- 


ſure of beholding all the objects of their 


good-will eaſy and happy like themſelves. 


In a word, being filled with the riches of 
divine grace, they ſhall take poſſeſſion of all 
the liberal things of glory; the fruits of the 
eternal love of the divine father, of the 
blood and facrifice of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


and of the grace and work of the ever diet | 


ſed ſpirit; and this their happineſs ſhall ad- 


mit of no changes, no interruption or ceſſa- 


tion, but ſhall endure for ever. Thus by 


liberal things ſpall they ſtand, in time, and to 


all eternity. But I haſten, 


IV. To make ſome application of wa 


has been ſaid. And, 


> 


I. IF it be fo as you have heard, one 
cannot help reflecting on the folly and danger 
of the contrary temper and conduct: I mean 
the ſpirit of envy and ill- will, and the prac- 
tices of cruelty and oppreſſion. That there 
ſhould be any ſeeds of this kind in our na- 
ture is a ſad demonſtration of our apoſtacy: 
and if the dictates of right reaſon were at- 
tended to, we ſhould as much dread the 


progreſs of ſuch a vicious diſpoſition in our 


minds, as of that of poiſon in our blood; 


and we ſhould, with much more earneſtneſs, 


ſeek after a proper remedy. But for men 
to call themſelves — * yet live i . 
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the indulgence: of ſuch a temper, nay, 1 


ſtudy and deviſe ſuch things as theſe; this 
zs ſo great a contradiction, that we can never 
be enough affected with the folly of it. Such 


perſons may deceive other men, with the form 
and out ward ſhew of religion; and they may 
poſſibly ſo far deceive their own ſouls, as to 
imagine that, tho” they have ſurpreſſed all 


the natural diftates of mercy, and com- 


paſſion towards their poor fellow creatures, 
yet they ſhall at laſt find mercy themſelves. 
But one wou'd think, if they did but reflect 
a little, it were almoſt impoſſible for them 
not to be convinced, that a continuance in 
ſuch a temper and behaviour as this, muſt 


render their ruin inevitable. However, it is 


without all diſpute, that nothing can be 
more contrary to the nature of God, and to 
the moſt expreſs preceptg of his holy law ; 


nor to the very genius and tenor of the goſ- 


pel. It is moſt evident from thence, that 
the wretch who deviſes miſchief on his bed, 
and practiſes it when he is up, is fo far 
from deſerving: the name of a Chriſtian ; 
that tho a man's profeſſion of religion be 
ever ſo ſplendid, yet if he can ſee his brother 
| againſt his bro- 
ther, it is impoſſible the h of God ſhould 
dwell in bim. And thus if, as our Lord 
himſelf aſſures us, the bare neglect of offices 
of love and charity, is a ſufficient evidence 
of the character of thoſe who are to go 

1 John iii. 17. 
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then become of the extortioner, and the op- 


preſſor? Such men may ſtand for a time in 
high reputation and honour, they may fing 


a requiem to their own ſouls, and may think 


their mountains of wealth and happineſs 
ſhall never be removed. But when their 
Hypocriſy comes to be diſcovered, they will 
find themſelves fink in the opinion of all wiſe 


and good men, and 'tis well if they do not 


fall under the curſes of the bad: nor are we 
without many remarkable inſtances of this 
fort, on whoſe perſons and eſtates, and fami- 
lies too, the divine vengeance has {et ſuch le- 
gible marks, that he that runs may read 


them. But tho they ſhould flouriſh, during 


this ſhort and tranſitory life, as the green bay 


tree d, and their eyes ſhould and out with: 
fatneſs ©; tho they ſhould go down to the 


grave in all the appearance of peace, and 
leave names behind them, which they have 
no way deſerv'd, and the large eſtates, they 


have gotten by fraud and violence, to their 
poſterity *; yet the other world will ſet all 


things right: there the vile perſon ſhall be no 
more ” called liberal, nor the churl ſaid to 'be 


bountiful : but they will ſink at once into a 


condition of diſgrace and miſery, agreeable 
and all their riches | 


With their real characters : 


away into everlaſting puniſhment o, what will 


&© 


and honours will be ſwallowed up in ever- 


then 


| Matt, xxv. 1 a Paal. xxxvii. 35. Pſal. Ixxili. 1 75 
r Ver. 4. 


© Pſal. xvii. 14. 


PY 
T _— * . > b 
3 1 > Rees P . - — — 25 — 9 
- ** 7 1 , * b oy 2 L x 
q # 7 5 


5 


1 Son at the Funeral 
then weep and bowl for their miſery that ſhall 


come upon them: their riches will then be 
corrupted, and their garments will be moth 
eaten: their gold and filver will be cankered ; 
and the ruſt of them will be a witne eſs againſt 
them, and ſhall eat their fleſh. as it were 
with fire: for the hire of the labourers which 
have. reaped down their fields which has been 
| kept back by fraud crieth : and the cries of 
|  Tthem-which have reaped, are entered into the 
ears of the Lord of jabaoth", But then, 
| 2. WHaT pity is it that Chriſtians 
ſhould: partake in any degree of a ſpirit fo 
very unbecoming their profeſſion ? Let it be 
remembred, and I am ſure it ſhou'd be re- 
membred by ſome among us with trembling, 
that whatever men profeſs, they cannot ſerve 
both God and mammon : and a covetous 
man, tho' he be called a Chriſtian, is really 
an idolater * But tho' it be allowed to be 
poſſible, that fome real Chriſtians may not 
ſhine in the liberal character; and one wou'd 
fear judging the condition, of ſome who are 
too cloſe in their tempers, and yet appear 
eminent in other reſpects; yet really if theſe 
perſons wou'd conſider how much a narrow, 
unkind, ungenerous diſpoſition and beha- 
viour, diſgraces Chriſtianity ; if they would 
 confider how much they loſe now of the 
- pleaſure of religion, and into what a dubi- 
ous condition they bring themſelves by any 
indulgence of ſuch a ſpirit as this, I think 
they 


u James v. 1—4. „ Matt. vi. 24. * Col. iii. 5. 
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they would rather labour mos to over- 


come it. . 
BLESSED be God it is with no ſmall plea- 


ſure, one may obſerve, that in the midſt 


of all the juſt complaints we have to make 
of the ſad degeneracy of the times in which 
we live, the ſpirit of /berality has in ſome 
meaſure revived among us. The many great 
and good defigns which have, of late years, 
been ſet on foot, and nobly endowed, in this 
great metropolis, , the ſpeedy and extenſive 
charity that was ſhewn to the poor in the 


late diſtreſſing ſeafon, and the generous en- 


couragement of our funds, among the Pro- 
teſtant diſſenters, for the ſupport of the poor 
miniſters of Chriſt, for the aſſiſtance of can- 
didates for that work, and the relief of the 
neceſſitous widows and orphans of ſuch who 
have ſpent their lives in this moſt uſeful and 
honourable ſervice, are noble evidences of 
the truth of this obſervation. God grant that 
ſo happy a diſpoſition may grow and flouriſh ; 
and that it may be the firſt fruit of our re- 
vival from every other decay! And therefore, 
3. An laſtly, permit me to entreat you, 
that what has been ſaid may have its proper 
influence on all our minds to this bleſſed 
purpoſe. Let it be conſidered, that charity 


js in itſelf an excellent and noble temper of 


mind: it is ſtrongly recommended by the 
light of nature, and approved by the com- 


mon voice of all mankind: and however 


the reverſe of this good — is cheriſh- 
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ed by many in themſelves; yet very few are 
to be found, who can be pleaſed with it in 
other men. It is a duty which comes very 
ſtrongly enforced by the law of God: it is 
very frequently inculcated, and fupported with 
very great encouragements, in the old teſta- 
ment: but it is {till ſet in a much ſtronger 
and more amiable light, and recommended 
with much more lively motives, under the diſ- 
penſation of the goſpel. There we have the 
bright @xamples of the primitive Chriſtians, 
and eſpecially of the apoſtles, who generouſly 


gave up all, even their very lives, for the ſer- 


vice of Chriſt and the good of his church; 


but what is infinitely more moving, we have 
there, the moſt perfect pattern of our great 
Lord himſelf. And who can read over that 
wonderful account of his tenderneſs, and com- 
paſſion, his love and goodneſs the liberality 
of his heart, and of his hand; and that not 


to his friends only, but alſo to his enemies; 


who can poſſibly conſider him deviſing and 
planning out the moſt aſtoniſhing ſcheme of 
ſalvation, before the foundation of the world 


was laid; or behold him ſcattering the boun- 


ties of his providence and grace, in time z 
who can reflect on the humble condeſcen- 


ſion of his incarnation, the kindneſs and 
compaſſion of his life, and the ſtupendous 
diſplay of love in his death and ſatisfaction, 


without having ſome deſire to copy after ſo 


noble, fo lovely an example? 
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Burr the argument in the text is, you ſee, 
taken from our own intereſt ; and 1 pray 


God it may have its due weight on all our 
minds. If we would ſand in the approba- 


tion of our own conſciences; if we would 


maintain a good reputation with all orders 
of men; if we would take the moſt likely 
way to thrive and proſper in the things of 
this world; if we would entail a bleſſing 
upon our poſterity; and, which is of the 
greateſt importance of all to us, if we would 
have our ſouls proſper, be repleniſh'd and 
grow in grace here, and would be found 
among the moſt triumphant faints in the 
world of glory, we muſt labour after this 
excellent ſpirit and character, we muſt ac- 


cuſtom: ourſelves to deviſe liberal things, and 


_ then , by liberal things ſhall we fand. 


Ax to cloſe this diſcourſe, I think I may 


2 very properly, and without any. imputation 
of flattery to his character, mention to you 
the example of our deceaſed friend to this, 
as well as other good purpoſes. And, 
making all proper allowances for the com- 
mon infirmities of human nature, I might 


be juſtified in ſaying many things of him 


that are worthy of praiſe; but I ſhall con- 
fine myſelf to thoſe which "ay. molt de- 
oye our imitation. 


Hr had no high extraction, no fine ge- 


nius, nor liberal education to boaſt of: but 
under all theſe diſadvantages, having, by the 
eh Fun. of 128 early received the ſaving 

impreſſions 
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impreſſions of the ſpirit upon his heart; with 
a plain underſtanding, an honeſt mind, and 

a fervent zeal for God, he ſet out in the 
er and in his profeſſion of religion, a- 
bout the ſame time. And, thro' a courſe of 
near fixty years, he was enabled to maintain 
that profeſſion with honour, and comfort, 


and much uſefulneſs. His ſteady regard to 
the great doctrines of the Goſpel which have, 


during that ſeries of time, met with fo great, 
and ſuch various oppoſition , his exemplary 


_ encouragement of vital religion, his conſtant 


and lively attendance on ordinances, and his 


_ Charitable and benevolent behaviour to ſuch 


as differed from him in judgment, will not 
be ſoon forgot by thoſe that knew him. 

His venerable locks were many years an 
honour to the church to which he ſtood 


immediately related, and which he faithfully 
ſerved, a good part of that time, in the office 


of a deacon: and the pains he took, eſpe- 
cially under the decays of nature in the 
latter part of his life, to fill up his place 
there, is well worthy of imitation; and 
ſhew'd at once the value he had for the 
ſervices of God's houſe, and his love to his 
Chriſtian brethren. Many of you know his 
behaviour in this relation, and the affec- 
tionate, laborious, and faithful part he bore 


in the ſeveral remarkable difficulties which 


that church has paſs'd thro'. To vindicate 


the honour of God, by rebuking ſin honeſt- 


ly, and oppoſing it a wherever he 
met 
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met with it, was his well known and conſtant 


practice: and yet I am ſure I can appeal to 


many witneſſes, how eaſily he could forgive 


a perſonal injury, and with what pleaſure he, 
very often, put in practice that Chriſtian 
rule, of doing good for evil. 
Ix the character the text gives us of the 
liberal man, it is a great thing to fay, but I 
cannot help ſaying it, that in devi/ing liberal 
things, I believe few perſons have equall'd 
him. It was almoſt the whole employment 
of his mind to devi/e them, and the buſineſs 
of his life, eſpecially of late years, to put 
them in execution. His own circumſtances 


indeed admitted not of the exhibitions which 


his large heart inclined to beſtow ; but this 


he endeavoured abundantly to ſupply, by an 


unwearied improvement of his intereſt among 


people of condition, in behalf of the neceſ- 
ſitous. Thus by his means, many poor mini- 
ſters were encouraged in their work; many 
widows and orphans, and families in diſtreſs 
were relieved, and many perſons deſtitute of 


employment were comfortably provided for. 


Neither could the frowns of the rich, which 


he often met with for his importunity, nor 
the ingratitude of the poor, which was alſo 


ſometimes the reward of his kindneſs, .cither 


Z occaſion him to ſlacken his diligence in this 


good ſervice, or make him grow weary, and 


faint in his mind. | | 
Nox mult I forget to mention his affec- 
tionate, brave and ſteady regard to the li- 


berties 
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erties of his country; for the preſervation 


of which, in the worſt of times, I believe 
few men labour'd- with more diligence and 
reſolution : and his endeavours, conſidering 
his capacity and ſphere, were attended with 
no ſmall uſefulneſs to the public. 51s 
Tart lively remembrance he had of the, 
almoſt miraculous, reſcue, of our religion and 
liberties, at the revolution, engaged him in 
an endeavour to obtain a public honour to 
the memory of our late glorious deliverer, 
the great and good king William; and, what- 
ever ſhade thoſe, who diſappointed fo laudable 
a deſign, have drawn on the gratitude of the 
metropolis of this kingdom; yet, as this ho- 
neſt and loyal attempt of Mr. Burch, met 
with the approbation of all true Engliſb men, 
and good citizens; ſo, it will be a laſting 
monument to his own memory ®. _ 
Wurd he was convinced the cauſe in 


- which he engaged, was not only good, but 


important, he was reſolute and indefatigue- || 
| | able: | 


*. About the year 17 30, by the induſtrious application of 
Ar. Burch, a petition was ſigned by ſeveral hundred gen- 
tlemen, merchants, and others of this city, and preſented 
to the lord mayor, aldermen, and common-council ; pray- 
ing for a ſmall piece of ground, where Cheapſide conduit 
lately toad; on which they.propeſed, at their own expence, 
to erect an equeſtrian flatue to the memory -4 that great 
deliverer of theſe nations King William III. But on 
preſenting this petition, one of the gentlemen of the com- 
mon- council cee that, as the conduit, which was 

ance, was removed ; ha hoped that court 


wou'd not permit another-to be ſet up in the room of 
it. And ſo, on a debate, the petition was rejected. 


* 
© 
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able: and feared the face of no man living; 


neither could hardly any kind of difficulties 


diſcourage him. And yet when he was diſ- 


appointed, I think, his patience was almoſt 


inimitable; for under the moſt trying cir- 
cumſtances of this ſort, he ſo conſtantly 
eyed the divine providence, and reſted on it, 


that you, who converſed with him, will not 


eaſily forget, that his uſual concluſion on 
theſe occaſions was, all is right and well ftill. 
Bur 1 ſhall cloſe. this account, with ob- 


ſerving, that as we have in the character of 
= our worthy friend the liberal man, in the text, 
exemplified ; ſo we have, in him, a no leſs 


remarkable inſtance of the promiſe, contain'd 
in it, fulfilled. For tho' he paſs d through 


much buſineſs, and many labours, and diffi- 
culties, he maintain'd an uncommon ſtrength 


of conſtitution and courage, and chearfulneſs 
of mind, to the laft. From a very low be- 


- ginning in the world, notwithſtanding all 
the bounties of his hand, he enjoy'd a very 


comfortable competency of the things of this 
life himſelf : he ſaw his family well pro- 
vided for with theſe things; and, what was 
a much greater pleaſure to him, he ſaw 


bleſſings of a much more valuable kind poured - 


out upon them, The eſtabliſhed peace of 
his own mind uſually diſcover'd itſelf, in the 


- tranquility of his countenance, and the chear- 
fulneſs of his converſation. He lived reſpect- 


ed and beloved by moſt that knew him; and 
| " + 5 a0 
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died lamented by many, tho” in 4. good old 

age, and as' a 2 of corn fully ripe. 
A few days before his deceaſe he had a 
paralitick ſeizure ; and, from that time, he 
ſeemed to have the ſentence of death in 
himſelf; which appears from a letter I re- 
ceived from him, ſoon after he was taken ill: 
in which . he declares himſelf fully 'fatusfied 
with the divine diſpoſal, and tho, ſays he, 
ce this ſudden attack is, fhorking to nature, 
« \yet, ny heavenly father knows. better what 
cc 1 than I do my ſelf: and 1 am 
« fully ſatisfied that all things ſhall work to- 
on {iter for good, to thoſe node love and fear 
1 e God, and who are the" called according to 
| &« is purpoſe.” He then expreſſes the long- 
ings of his ſoul to have cotnmemorated the 
dying love of his dear redeemer, with his be- 
loved | brethren, that day; it being our facra- 
mental ſeaſon. He ſignifles his apprehen- 
fions that he was near the cold and filent 
grave, where the withed ceaſe from troubling, 
and where the weary” are at reſt + and con- 
cludes his letter, with an humble acknow- 
ledgement, that he was the unworthieſt 
member of the church of the living God; 
an ardent requeſt for the intereſt of his friends 
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{ at the throne of grace; and a lively wiſh 
lf for the ſucceſs of the goſpel amongſt us. 
lf Soon after this, he quitted his tenement of 


clay, without much pain or fickneſs; ehjoy- 
ing the proper uſe of his faculties, till 
within a few hours of his diſſolution: but 

what 


beſt uſe of theſe things? and ſince we find 


3 we alſo may ork 7 29 
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what was beſt of all, that lively faith, that 
inward peace, and good hope thro' grace, 
which he had enjoy d thro the courſe of a. 
long profeſſion, continued with him to the 
end; for, with great ſerenity of mind, he 
told me, the day before his deceaſe, that he 
knew in whom he had believed, and he was 

perſuaded, that he was able to keey at which 
be NED committed to bim, againſt that day o. 
War remains, but that we make the 


the ſtrongeſt conſtitutions muſt at laſt ſub- 
mit to the univerſal empire of the grave, 
that we daily conſider our own mortality; 
that we follow oor of thoſe who have 
gone before qus, cohzſidering the end of their 
conver ſation * ; that we diligently improve our 
time, and every other talent to the beſt and 
nobleſt . and, when we have done 
all, that we keep our eyes conſtantly fixed on 
the blood of Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs 
alone, for our juſtifcation and acceptance 
with God ; that when the awful ſummons 


22 r i. 12. ? Heb. xiii, 7. 3 Matt. xiv. 44. 


